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On Oct. 23, Agriculture Minister Raul Torres told AFP that the government's Rural Development
Council has been administering a three-month emergency assistance program consisting of
agricultural machinery and foodstuffs for 50,000 agricultural workers. The beneficiaries were
relocated by the government to their own land in the last 20 months. The $3 million program has
been financed by the agriculture ministry, Development Bank, Rural Welfare and Agricultural
Credit Institute. According to Torres, the emergency plan is a novelty for Paraguay, the first time
such assistance has been provided, irrespective of beneficiaries' political ideology. A similar
program has been developed for 1991 financed by foreign credit to benefit 29,000 families, added
Torres. According to the political opposition, 250,000 rural workers are landless. The population of
Paraguay is four million. (Basic data from AFP, 10/23/90)
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